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Russian Trade Representative Meets with CalChamber

Current trade relations between 
California and Russia were the topic of 
discussion on September 26 when Roman 
Zykunov, trade representative for the 
Russian Federation, visited the California 
Chamber of Commerce.
	 In addition to discussing the Cal
Chamber’s ongoing support for congres-
sional approval of permanent normal 
trade relations (PNTR) with Russia, 
Zykunov reviewed several measures re-
cently taken by the Russian government 
to improve investment project conditions 
in the country. 
	 Zykunov also pointed to tax 
incentives, the improved court system, 
privatization of companies with state 
shareholding, and reduced administrative 
barriers in general.

Roman Zykunov, trade representative for the Russian 
Federation, and Susanne Stirling, CalChamber vice 
president, international affairs.

New Zealand Consul General, Honorary Consul Visit CalChamber

The newly appointed 
consul general for New 
Zealand stopped by the 
California Chamber of 
Commerce offices recently 
to talk about trade issues 
of mutual interest.
    Leon Grice, consul 
general for New Zealand 
in Los Angeles, and 
Starr Hurley, honorary 
consul, met with Susanne 
Stirling, CalChamber vice 
president, international 
affairs.
     Topics of discussion 
included California and 
New Zealand trade, as 

(From left) Starr Hurley, honorary consul for New Zealand; Susanne 
Stirling, CalChamber vice president, international affairs; and Leon 
Grice, consul general for New Zealand in Los Angeles.

Trade Update Newsletter Marks Fifth Anniversary

Five years ago this month, on 
October 1, 2007, the California 
Council for International Trade (CCIT) 
merged with the California Chamber 
of Commerce International Trade 
Committee to create the CalChamber 
Council for International Trade.
	 Upon creation of the merged council, 
the Council for International Trade Update 
(CITU) email newsletter was initiated. 

Each weekly CITU features international 
headlines, U.S. trade policy updates, rele-
vant information compiled from a number 
of sources, CalChamber companies in the 
news, and a worldwide events calendar.
	 To receive this comprehensive trade 
update email newsletter weekly at 
no cost, simply email your request to 
international@calchamber.com.
	 The CITU thanks its 4,000 readers 

around the world for their continued 
interest and support. Readers include 
members of the CalChamber Council for 
International Trade; CalChamber members 
with international interests; the consular 
corps; California congressional delegation; 
selected U.S. and California government 
officials; representatives of business and 
trade associations; and local, binational and 
American chambers of commerce abroad.

	 As California’s 31st largest trad-
ing partner, Russia imported $665.6 
million in goods in 2011, including 
23.4% in computers and electronics. 
Agricultural products and machin-
ery both made up approximately 
14% of the total, while transporta-
tion equipment had approximately 
20.1% of the total imported.
     A detailed list of the measures 
taken to improve investment project 
conditions in Russia is available at 
www.calchamber.com/russia.
     PNTR with Russia is pending 
before Congress and supporters 
hope it will be taken up after the 
November election. See www.
calchamber.com/PNTR for more 
information.

well as the Trans-Pacific Partnership and 
the possibility of a U.S.-New Zealand Free 
Trade Agreement. 
	 California exported approximately $562 
million to New Zealand in 2011, making it 
the state’s 33rd largest trading partner.
	 Top exports included transportation 
equipment (25%), computer/electronic 
products (16%), food manufactures (13%) 
and agricultural products (8%).
     Also that year, California imported 
close to $780 million from New Zealand. 
Imports included food manufactures, 
primary metal manufacturing (13%), and 
beverages/tobacco products (9%).
	 More information is available at 
www.calchamber.com/newzealand.


