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Guide to Reading a Bill 

Bills are 
introduced 
in sequential 
number in each 
house.

Strikethrough 
text indicates 
language 
that is being 
deleted; italics 
highlight 
language 
that is being 
added by an 
amendment.

The actual language that will be a part of the state code when the bill is 
enacted into law appears following the line: “The people of the State of 
California do enact as follows.”

Date noted 
each time bill is 
amended.

Code section 
being added or 
amended. 

Date  
introduced.

Indicates 
house of 
origin.

Legislative 
Counsel 
drafts all 
legislation 
and writes a 
summary.
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