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Washington, DC, June 3rd, 2019 

 

 

Mexico’s Position on Migration 

 

 

On Immigration Control: 

 

1. The Government of Mexico announced its new migration policy in December 

2018 and has been complying consistently with its own laws and our 

Constitution. 

 

2. Mexico reiterates its commitment to continue the deep dialogue and cooperation 

it has always engaged in with all US authorities, including the White House, the 

Departments of State and Homeland Security as well as all other relevant 

agencies, in order to address the migration issues that affect both Nations and the 

region as a whole. 

 

At the same time, the Government of Mexico has consistently consulted with the 

Governments of our Central American partners. With this in mind, Mexico has 

insisted from the outset that it is paramount to address the root causes of 

migration. On May 20th, the Economic Commission for Latin America and the 

Caribbean (ECLAC) presented its proposal for the El Salvador-Guatemala-

Honduras-Mexico Comprehensive Development Plan, which was shared with the 

U.S. authorities on May 24th. This plan follows up on the joint statement of 

December 18, 2018, between Mexico’s Foreign Ministry and the U.S. 

Department of State. 

 

3. Mexico complies with and enforces its own migration laws: 

 

a) From December 2018 to May 2019, Mexico has rescued 80,537 

individuals and returned them to their countries of origin, mainly to the 

Northern Central American countries. 

b) These actions have had an important financial cost for the Mexican 

Government. Mexico provides migrants with shelter, meals, 

transportation, and medical assistance.  
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On the fight against criminal migrant smuggling organizations: 

 

1. Mexico has fulfilled its commitment to combat criminal migrant smuggling 

organizations by taking decisive and unprecedented actions against its members. 

 

From December 2018 to May 2019, Mexico has detained more than 400 individuals 

for criminal acts related to migrant smuggling. 

 

2. Mexico has taken decisive actions to crack down on the illegal transportation of 

migrants through its territory, establishing new policies to reinforce control and 

security measures. 

 

On asylum: 

 

1. Mexico’s new migration policy emphasized the humanitarian aspect of the 

phenomenon.  

 

2. In line with its international commitments on asylum policy, Mexico has 

established new directives and taken decisive actions to safeguard the integrity 

of migrants arriving in its territory. 

 

3. As a result, during the first five months of 2019, 24,451 individuals have applied 

for refuge in Mexico, which corresponds to over 2/3rds of the total requests 

presented in the previous year. If current trends continue, that number may reach 

more than 60,000 by the end of 2019. 

 

4. In December 2018, Mexico, following its humanitarian principles, decided to 

allow entry to certain Central American migrants affected by the U.S. 

Government’s unilateral implementation of section 235(b)(2)(C) of the 

Immigration and Naturalization Act. In light of this, as of May 29th of this year, 

Mexico has accepted 8,835 returned migrants, who are now waiting in its 

territory for an asylum hearing in the Courts of the United States. 

 

5. Additionally, an estimated 18,778 individuals are waiting in Mexican territory 

to present their asylum claims at a U.S. border port of entry due to the 

implementation of a metering system. 

 

 

 

 



3 
 

In conclusion: 

 

Mexico has been working to address the increased flows of migrants: offering the option 

to request refugee status; adapting the legal framework to offer regional cards to 

those who wish to stay or work in the southern states, and increasing immigration 

control actions in Mexico’s southern border and the Isthmus of Tehuantepec. 

Without these efforts, the flows of migrants that arrive at the US border could be 

larger. Without Mexico’s efforts, an additional quarter million migrants would arrive 

at the U.S. border in 2019. 

 

Slapping tariffs along with the decision to cancel aid programs in the Northern Central 

American countries could have a counterproductive effect and would not reduce 

migration flows. Tariffs could cause financial and economic instability, which 

means that Mexico could reduce its capacity to address migration flows and to offer 

alternatives to the new migrants who have recently arrived in the country.  

 

Mexico’s proposal is to work together with the U.S. and the rest of the international 

community, particularly with the countries involved in the transit of the flow, with 

the ultimate objective of reducing forced migration by accelerating the economic 

development and wellbeing of El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras. Mexico 

believes that only this will address the root causes of migration and provide a 

comprehensive response to the surge.  

 

Mexico is also willing to keep working with the US to address issues of common 

concern. Our peoples are united by a deep friendship and history, and we wish 

our governments to remain friends and partners as well.  We have faith in 

dialogue and politics as a means to avoid a costly and unnecessary 

confrontation. We believe our countries can reach a deal on how to face a 

matter on which our approaches differ. We act out of deep rooted principles 

and there is a clear limit to what we can negotiate and that is our Mexican 

dignity.  


