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CalChamber Vote Record: Major Bills 2012

This report for the second year of
the 2011-2012 legislative session
focuses on California legislators’
floor votes on California Chamber of
Commerce priority bills.

This is the 38th vote record the
CalChamber has compiled. The
CalChamber publishes this report in
response to numerous requests by
member firms and local chambers of
commerce that would like a gauge by
which to measure the performance of
their legislators.

To help readers assess legislators’
vote records, the charts group
bills into six areas: economic
development, environmental
regulation, labor and employment,
legal, taxation and workers’
compensation.

Partial Picture

No vote record can tell the entire
story of a legislator’s attitude and actions
on issues of importance to business.
Each year, legislators cast thousands
of votes on thousands of proposed
laws. To fully evaluate your legislative
representative, consult the legislative
journals and examine your legislator’s
votes in committee and on floor issues.
You can view these via links at www.
calchambervotes.com.

Many anti-business bills were
rejected by legislators in policy or fiscal
committees, thus stopping proposals
before they reached the floor for a vote.
The vote record does not capture these
votes.

Most bills in this report cover major
business bills that are of concern to both
small and large companies.

The CalChamber recognizes that
there are many bills supported or
opposed by business that are not
included in this vote record and
analysis.

Factors Considered

The CalChamber considers the
following factors in selecting vote record
bills:

@ The bills and votes reflect
legislators’ attitudes toward private
enterprise, fiscal responsibility and the
business climate.

@ Each bill was a priority for the

CalChamber in a particular field. Priority

T3]

bills have appeared in the “Status Report
sections of Alert.

o The bills were voted upon by either
the full Senate or Assembly. This year the
vote record covers 10 votes in the Senate
and 11 votes in the Assembly.

@ Unless otherwise noted, final floor
votes are shown. Concurrence votes and
conference report votes are considered
final votes.

When ‘Not Voting’ Helps

Sometimes a legislator is unwilling to
vote against a colleague, but is willing
to support the CalChamber’s opposition
to a bill. In such cases, a legislator may
abstain from voting, which will hinder
passage of a bill, just as a “no” vote does.

To recognize that not voting can aid
the CalChamber’s opposition to a bill,
the vote record includes the number of
times legislators did not vote “aye” on
a CalChamber-opposed bill in the total
for the column listing actions “in accord
with” the CalChamber’s position, if the
legislator was not absent for the day.

Priority Bills

Economic Development

e SB 1161 (Padilla; D-Pacoima)
Internet-Based Services. Provides
certainty and creates a level playing
field for California business by assuring
that Voice over Internet Protocol- and
Internet Protocol-enabled services will

not be regulated at the state level but
rather at the federal level. Passed
Senate, May 30, 30-6. Passed
Assembly, August 20, 63-12. Senate
concurred in Assembly amendments
August 22, 28-7 (vote shown).
Signed by Governor—Chapter
733. CalChamber Supported/Job
Creator.
Environmental Regulation

o SB 568 (A. Lowenthal;
D-Long Beach) Polystyrene Food
Container Ban. Threatens thousands
of manufacturing jobs within the
state by inappropriately banning all
food vendors from using polystyrene
foam food service containers,
ignoring the numerous environmental
benefits associated with polystyrene
products. Passed Senate, June 2,
2011, 21-15. Failed passage in
Assembly, August 31, 2012, 26-45.
CalChamber-Opposed/Job Killer.

o SB 1054 (Pavley; D-Agoura
Hills) Increases Energy Costs. Delays
investments in oil and gas projects by
placing unnecessary and burdensome
requirements on drilling companies
before commencement of any hydraulic
fracking project in the state. Failed
passage in Senate, May 31, 18-15.
CalChamber Opposed.

o SB 1118 (Hancock; D-Berkeley)
Excessive and Costly Mandate.
Establishes a new bureaucracy with
unlimited fee authority and an onerous
system for the collection and processing
of used mattresses. Passed Senate, May
31, 21-17. Passed Assembly, August
31, 48-31. Senate refused to concur in
Assembly amendments, August 31, 17-19
(vote shown). CalChamber Opposed.
Labor and Employment

e AB 1450 (Allen; D-Santa Rosa)
Exposure to Costly Discrimination
Litigation. Before amendments, would
have subjected employers to unjustified
charges of discrimination for legitimately
inquiring into an applicant’s most
recent employment history. Opposition
removed due to amendments. Passed
Assembly, May 30, 51-26 (vote shown).
Passed Senate, August 29, 23-13 after
amendments removed CalChamber
opposition. Assembly concurred in
Senate amendments, August 30, 51-

29. Vetoed. CalChamber: No Position/
Former Job Killer.
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o AB 2346 (Butler; D-Los Angeles)
Increased Cost of Food. Could increase
the price of food and force growers to
move their crop production to other states
and countries, thereby hurting California
exports, by creating unprecedented and
excessive consequences for perceived
and actual violations of heat illness
prevention regulations. Passed Assembly,
May 31, 41-28. Passed Senate, August
27, 21-12. Assembly concurred in Senate
amendments August 29, 42-33 (vote
shown). Vetoed. CalChamber Opposed/
Job Killer.

Legal

o SB 1186 (Steinberg;
D-Sacramento/Dutton; R-Rancho
Cucamonga) ADA Reform. Seeks
to limit frivolous litigation regarding
technical violations concerning disability
access by reducing statutory damages,
increasing pleading requirements,
and banning pre-litigation, monetary
demand letters. Passed Senate, May
29, 36-0. Passed Assembly, August 31,
77-0. Senate concurred in Assembly
amendments, September 1, 34-3 (vote
shown). Signed by Governor—Chapter
383 (urgency). CalChamber Supported.

o SB 1528 (Steinberg;
D-Sacramento) Inflates Litigation and
Insurance Costs. Artificially inflates
medical damage awards in personal
injury cases by allowing an injured
party to recover expenses never actually
incurred, which will ultimately increase
legal costs as well as insurance rates.
Passed Senate, May 30, 22-13. Failed
passage in Assembly, August 31, 13-43.
CalChamber Opposed/Job Killer.

Taxation

o AB 1186 (Skinner; D-Berkeley)
Illegal Tax Increase. Increases energy
costs, including fuel prices, on consumers
and businesses by allocating funds from
an illegal tax to various programs that
are not necessary to cost-effectively
implement the market-based trading
mechanism under AB 32. Passed
Assembly as a different subject, May
12, 70-0. Passed Senate, August 31,
21-18. Assembly concurred in Senate
amendments, August 31, 47-27. Vetoed.
CalChamber Opposed/Job Killer.

o AB 2408 (Skinner; D-Berkeley)
Creates Inequity in the Tax Structure.
Harms struggling small businesses and
start-ups by repealing the Net Operating
Loss (NOL) carryback deduction, a
lifeline that helps employers stay afloat,
retain employees, and continue investing
in their businesses in an economic
downturn. Passed Assembly, May 29, 50-
27. Died awaiting action on Senate Floor
at end of session. CalChamber Opposed/
Job Killer.

Workers’ Compensation

o AB 1687 (Fong; D-Cupertino)
Costly Workers’ Compensation
Attorney’s Fees Increase. Unnecessarily
increases costs and incentivizes
litigation by permitting the Workers’
Compensation Appeals Board (WCAB)
to award attorney’s fees to an applicant
who challenges a utilization review
decision regarding a future medical
treatment award. Passed Assembly, May
17, 47-24. Passed Senate, August 29,
22-12. Assembly concurred in Senate
amendments, August 30, 53-26 (vote
shown). Vetoed. CalChamber Opposed.

e _ N
Key to Using
This Section

Y means voted for bill.

N means voted against bill.

@ means not voting “aye” on a
CalChamber-opposed bill.

NV means not voting

— means absent.

Boldface type indicates votes in
accord with CalChamber position.

Red column headings are
“Job Killer” bills.

Green column headings are
“Job Creator” bills.

The last three columns are a tabulation
of votes in accord with the CalCham-
ber position, not in accord with the
CalChamber and not voting or absent.

- /

SB 863 (De Leon; D-Los Angeles)
Workers’ Compensation System
Reform. Offsets necessary increases
in permanent disability benefits and
potentially lowers system costs for
employers by reducing delays and
litigation in the system, addressing
the lien epidemic, shortening the
medical-legal process, implementing an
independent medical review system and
streamlining the permanent disability
schedule. Passed Assembly, August 31,
72-5. Senate concurred in Assembly
amendments, August 31, 34-4. Signed by
Governor—Chapter 363. CalChamber
Supported.

FoLLOW cALcCHAMBER oN Ewsitter

twitter.com/calchamber
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CalChamber Best Business Votes

Legislators are listed in descending order according to how often they voted in accord with the California Chamber of Commerce
position (first number) versus how often their votes were not in accord with the CalChamber’s position (second number) in 2012. Total
votes may not match the vote record because the tally for not voting or absent is not included in this list.

80% or more with CalChamber 60%-79% with CalChamber 40%-59% with CalChamber Less than 40% with CalChamber

Senate Assembly
Anderson, Joel (R) 10-0 Achadjian, Katcho (R) 11-0 Hueso, Ben (D) 5-6
Cannella, Anthony (R) 10-0 Berryhill, Bill (R) 11-0 Lara, Ricardo (D) 5-6
Dutton, Bob (R) 10-0 Conway, Connie (R) 11-0 Pérez, V. Manuel (D) 5-6
Emmerson, Bill (R) 10-0 Cook, Paul (R) 11-0 Torres, Norma (D) 5-6
Fuller, Jean (R) 10-0 Gaines, Beth (R) 11-0 . .
Gaines, Ted (R) 10-0 Garrick, Martin (R) 11-0 Cedillo, Gil (D) 4-6
Huff, Bob (R) 10-0 Grove, Shannon (R) 11-0 . .
LaMalfa, Doug (R) 10-0 Hagman, Curt (R) 11-0 Alejo, Luis (D) 4-6
Walters, Mimi (R) 10-0 Harkey, Diane (R) 11-0 . .
Jeffries, Kevin (R) 11-0 Atkins, Toni (D) 4-7
Blakeslee, Sam (R) 9-1 Jones, Brian (R) 11-0 Block, Marty (D) 4-7
Knight, Steve (R) 11-0 Chesbro, Wesley (D) 4-7
Berryhill, Tom (R) 8-0 Logue, Dan (R) 11-0 Fong, Paul (D) 4-7
Mansoor, Allan (R) 11-0 Hayashi, Mary (D) 4-7
Rubio, Michael (D) 8-2 Miller, Jeff (R) 11-0 Huffman, Jared (D) 4.7
Morrell, Mike (R) 11-0 W%C?kOWSkl, Bob (D) 4-7
Strickland, Tony (R) 7-1 Nestande, Brian (R) 11-0 Williams, Das (D) 4-7
Wyland, Mark (R) 7-1 Nielsen, Jim (R) 11-0 Yamada, Mariko (D) 4-7
Norby, Chris (R) 11-0 ,
Harman, Tom (R) 7-2 Olsen, Kristin (R) 11-0 Hernandez, Roger (D) 3-6
Silva, Jim (R) 11-0
Correa, Lou (D) 7-3 Smyth, Cameron (R) 11-0 Calderon, Charles (D) 3-7
Hernandez, Ed (D) 73 Wagner, Donald (R) 11-0 Mitchell, Holly J. (D) 3-7
Wright, Roderick (D) 7-3 Allen, Michacl (D) 28
Valadao, David (R) 10-0 en, Michae -
Calderon, Ronald (D) 6-4 Blumenfield, Bob (D) 3-8
Vargas, Juan (D) 6-4 Gorell, Jeff (R) 10-1 Brownley, Julia (D) 3-8
Halderman, Linda (R) 10-1 Dickinson, Roger (D) 3-8
Wolk, Lois (D) 5-5 Eng, Mtﬁwl (BD) ) gg
Donnelly, Tim (R) 9-1 OB, [T -
Padilla, Alex (D) 4-6 Ps’leiljrez, Jogn A. (]()]3) g-g
Price, C D.(D 4-6 a nner, Nancy =
rice, Curren D. (D) Fletcher, Nathan (I) 8-1 Swanson, Sandré (D) o
Pavley, Fran (D) 3-5 Huber, Alyson (D) 7-4 )
Perea, Henry T. (D) 7-4 Beall, Jim (D) 2-8
Alquist, Elaine (D) 3-7 Butler, Betsy (D) 2-8
de Ledn, Kevin (D) 3-7 Bonilla, Susan (D) 6-5 .
DeSaulnier, Mark (D) 3-7 Buchanan, Joan (D) 6-5 Ammiano, Tom (D) 2-9
Kehoe, Christine (D) 3-7 Galgiani, Cathleen (D) 6-5 Feuer, Mike (D) 2-9
Negrete McLeod, Gloria (D) 3-7 Ma, Fiona (D) 6-5 Gatto,h Mike (D) 29
Simitian, Joe (D) 3-7 Portantino, Anthony (D) 6-5 Monning, William (D) 29
Steinberg, Darrell (D) 3-7 Solorio, Jose (D) 6-5
Yee, Leland (D) 3-7

Furutani, Warren (D) 5-5
Lieu, Ted (D) 2-6 Hall, Isadore (D) 5-5

Mendoza, Tony (D) 5-5
Liu, Carol (D) 2-7 Pan, Richard (D) 5-5
Lowenthal, Alan (D) 2-7

Bradford, Steven (D) 5-6
Hancock, Loni (D) 2-8 Campos, Nora (D) 5-6
Leno, Mark (D) 2-8 Carter, Wilmer Amina (D) 5-6

Davis, Mike (D) 5-6
Corbett, Ellen (D) 1-9 Fuentes, Felipe (D) 5-6
Evans, Noreen (D) 1-9 Gordon, Rich (D) 5-6

Hill, Jerry (D) 5-6

* Senator Sharon Runner absent due to illness



