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California Chamber Vote Record
on Major Business Legidation for 2001

Thisreport for the first year of the 2001-
02 legidlative session focuses on Califor-
nialegisators' floor votes on bills of high
priority to the California Chamber.
Thisisthe 26th vote record the
Chamber has compiled. The Chamber
publishes this report in response to
numerous requests by member
firms and local chambers of
commerce that would like a
gauge by which to measure their
legislator’ s performance.

Partial Picture

No vote record can tell the
entire story of alegisator’'s
attitude and actions on issues
important to business, including
labor issues, overregulation,
taxes and the environment. Each
year, legislators cast thousands
of votes on thousands of
proposed laws. To fully evaluate
your legislative representative,
consult the legidative journals
and examine your legislator’s
votes in committee and on floor
issues. Y ou can view these on
the legislative counsel’ s website
at www.leginfo.ca.gov.

Most billsin this report cover
major business issues that are of
great concern to both large and
small companies.

If a chapter number islisted after the
summary of floor action on the bill, the
bill has been signed by the Governor and
will become law on January 1, 2002,
unlessit is an urgency measure or tax
levy. Numbering of chaptered bills
begins again each year.

The Chamber recognizesthat there
are many bills supported or opposed
by businessthat are not included in
thisvoterecord and analysis.

Factors Considered

The Chamber considered the follow-
ing factorsin selecting bills for the vote
record:

« Thebillsand votesreflect legida-
tors' attitudes toward private enterprise,
fiscal responsibility and the business
climate.

« Each bill was a priority for the
Chamber in aparticular field. Priority
bills appeared in the “ Status Report”
sections of Alert.

« The billswere voted upon on the
floor of either the Senate or the Assem-
bly. Thisyear the vote record covers 13

votesin the Assembly and 14 votesin the
Senate.

o Unless otherwise noted, final floor
votes are shown. Concurrence votes and
conference report votes are considered
final votes.

When “Not Voting” Helps

Sometimes alegislator is unwilling to
vote against a colleague, but iswilling to
support the Chamber’ s opposition to a
bill. In such cases, alegislator may
abstain from voting, which will hinder
passage of ahill, just asa“no” vote does.
To recognize that not voting can aid the
Chamber’s opposition to ahill, the vote
record includes a column tallying the
number of times legislators did not vote
“ay€” on a Chamber-opposed hill. The
“not voting” tally isincluded in the total

for the column listing actions “in accord
with” the Chamber’s position.

Priority Bills

SB 11 (Escutia) Confidentiality
Settlements. Greatly limits confidential
settlements to resolve lawsuits. Thiswill
lead to more litigation and
longer trials. Passed Senate June
6, 21-16. On Assembly Floor
September 10. Chamber op-
posed.

SB 20 (Alarcén) Janitorial
and Maintenance Workers -
Compelled Employment.
Unreasonably eliminates one
side of the “at-will” employment
relationship at the expense of the
other. Additionally, places
numerous new mandates on
businesses that contract for
janitors or building maintenance.
Passed Assembly September 5,
46-28. Senate concurred in
Assembly amendments Septem-
ber 6, 22-14. Chapter 795.
Chamber opposed.

SB 40 (Alarcon) Unemploy-
ment | nsurance Benefit
Increase. Requires the state
Unemployment Trust Fund to
pay out an additional $4.6 billion
over the next four years by
increasing the Ul weekly benefit
by 95 percent; creates new ability for
part-time workers to collect Ul and does
not contain any streamlining reformsto
mitigate the economic impact. Passed
Assembly September 14, 50-30. Senate
concurred in Assembly amendments
September 14, 23-13. Chapter 409.
Chamber opposed.

SB 71 (Burton) Workers' Compensa-
tion. Increasesworkers compensation
benefits by $3.6 hillion without offsetting
reforms. Passed Assembly September 5,
50-29. Senate concurred in Assembly
amendments. September 6, 25-13.
Vetoed. Chamber opposed.

SB 116 (Kuehl) Roads in State Parks.
Prohibits construction of new roads or
improvements to existing roads through
or adjacent to state parks. Passed Senate

See California: Page 4
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April 26, 23-12. In
Assembly Water,
Parks and Wildlife
July 10. Chamber
opposed.

SB 540 (Sher)
Timber Harvest
Appeals. Authorizes county boards of
supervisors to appeal timber harvest plans.
Passed Senate May 10, 22-11. Failed
Assembly September 10, 32-36. Chamber
opposed.

SB 599 (Chesbro) Mandated Benefit.
Increases health care costs by mandating
coverage for substance-related disordersin
the same manner as other health care
services are provided. Passed Senate June
4, 25-13. Assembly Inactive File Septem-
ber 10. Chamber opposed.

SB 636 (Karnette) Truck Length.
Severely restricts the use of 38-foot
kingpin to rear axle trucks on state
highways, thereby disrupting transport
routes, especialy in rural California.
Passed Senate June 5, 24-12. Failed
passage in Assembly Transportation
August 27. Chamber opposed.

SB 773 (Speier) Consumer Informa-
tion. Requires burdensome “ opt-in”
requirements before information may be
shared with non-affiliated companies.
Passed Senate June 4, 25-13. Failed
Assembly September 14, 32-26. Chamber
opposed.

SB 975 (Alarcon) Prevailing Wage.
Seriously threatens economic devel opment
and job growth by making private com-
mercial and residential projects subject to
prevailing wage if they receive any

consideration by state or local government.

Passed Assembly September 4, 51-29.
Senate concurred in Assembly amend-
ments. September 6, 22-15. Chapter 938.
Chamber opposed.

SB 1XX (Soto) Windfall Profit Tax.
Creates a disincentive to new energy
generation by imposing awindfall profits
tax on power generators. Passed Senate
May 17, 23-12. Failed Assembly Septem-
ber 13 30-30. Chamber opposed.

AB 36 (Steinberg) Confidentiality
Settlements. Greatly limits confidential
settlements to resolve lawsuits. Thiswill
lead to more litigation and longer trials.
Passed Assembly June 7, 41-4. In Senate
Rules. Chamber opposed.

AB 985 (Florez) Endangered Species.
Intends to address fully protected species
concerns and requires development of a
comprehensive recovery program. Passed
Assembly, June 4, 64-0. In Senate Natural
Resources. Chamber supported.

AB 1084 (Wesson) Public Contracts:
Microbusiness Access. Provides govern-
ment agencies with more flexibility to
contract with small businesses and
provides incentivesto large prime contrac-
torsto increase small business participa-
tionin state and local government con-
tracting. Passed Senate September 14, 21-
13. Assembly concurred in Senate
amendments September 14, 76-0. Chapter
882. Chamber supported.

AB 1309 (Goldberg) Contracting:
State and Local Government: New
Business Barriers. Imposes multiple new
barriers to employers that wish to provide
goods and services to local and/or state
governments with new mandated paper-

California Chamber President Allan
Zaremberg and members of the
Chamber Board are among the state
leadersinvited to participate in an
economic summit called by the
Governor this week.

In hisletter of invitation to the
November 2 gathering, the Governor
said his goal isto produce a“frank
and stimulating exchange of ideas to

Chamber Heads for Economic Summit

create and sustain economic growth
in Cdifornia.”

The invitation-only summit is
being co-hosted by Michael Eisner
of the Walt Disney Company and
Walter Shorenstein of the
Shorenstein Group.

A report on the summit will
appear on the Chamber’ s website at
www.calchamber.com.

Key to Using
This Section

Y means voted for bill.

N means voted against bill.

e Meansnot voting “aye” on a
California Chamber-opposed hill.
— means not voting or absent.

Boldface type indicates votesin
accord with Chamber position.

The last three columns are a
tabulation of votes in accord with
the Chamber position, not in
accord with the Chamber and not
voting or absent.

work burdens, fines and penalties. Orders
employers to supply detailed information
regarding worker pay ranges, pay levels,
job classifications, recruiting sources
history, and future recruiting plans of
company to state and local government
agencies who will post the information
on a searchable state government
website. Passed Assembly May 29, 42-
26. In Senate Judiciary August 21.
Chamber opposed.

AB 1679 (Shelley) Contractors: De
Facto Employer of Temporary and
Contract Workers. Deems licensed
contractors working on any private
contract to be the de facto employer of all
temporary, leased or contract workers
supplied by an employment agency or
service for purposes of wage and hour,
workers' compensation, and health and
safety enforcement purposes. Passed
Senate September 4, 23-12. Assembly
concurred in Senate amendments
September 13, 44-28. Vetoed. Chamber
opposed.

ACA 4 (Dutra) Transportation
Funding. Constitutionally dedicates the
sales tax on motor vehicle fuelsto
transportation after the Governor’s
Traffic Congestion Program expires. Will
appear on March 2002 ballot. Passed
Senate July 22, 36-1. Assembly
concurred in Senate amendments July 23,
68-2. Chapter 87. Chamber supported.
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California Chamber: Best Business VVotes

Legidators are listed in descending order according to how often they voted in accord with the California Chamber’s position (first
number) versus how often their votes were not in accordance with the Chamber’ s position (second number) in 2001. Total votes may
not match the vote record because the tally for absent/not voting on a Chamber-supported bill is not included in thislist.

Senate Assembly
McPherson, Bruce 13-0 Aanestad, Sam 13-0 Cardoza, Dennis 58
Ack Dick 131 Ashburn, Roy 13-0 Chavez, Ed 5-8
BC érman, Dic 131 Bates, Patricia 13-0 Dutra, John 5-8
parin, Jm e Bogh, Russ 13-0 Nakano, George 58
Hr“ & 'FT 121 Briggs, Mike 13-0 Vargas, Juan 5-8
ynes, ~ay . g Campbell, Bill 13-0 :
Johannessen, Maurice  13-1 Campbell. John 13-0 Firebaugh, Marco 5-7
Johnson, Ross 131 poel, o .
Mar ett, Bob 131 Coqgdill, David 13-0 Chan, Wilma 4-8
MoChimtock Tom 121 Cox, Dave 13-0 Corbett, Ellen 4-8
Montaith D'ick 131 Daucher, Lynn 13-0 Nation, Joe 4-8
Oller Rico 131 Dickerson, Richard 13-0 Oropeza, Jenny 4-8
P ) Harman, Tom 13-0 . .
Poochigian, Charles 131 Hollingsworth, Dennis ~ 13-0 élqwst, Elgng 23
Knight, Pete 12-1 Kelley, David 13-0 FOMMeY, -aro -
v Bi i Havice, Sally 4-9
Morrow, Bill 12-1 Leach, Lynne 13-0 Hertzberg, Robert 4.9
, Maldonado, Abel 13-0 Ref z eég} aho er 19
Machado, Mike 8-6 Pacheco, Robert 13-0 Tr%;s'son - 19
Peace, Steve 6-7 Pacheco, Rod 13-0 : )
. Pescetti, Anthony 13-0 Wayne, Howard 4-9
Polanco, Richard 58 Richmen, Keith 120 Jackson, Hannah-Beth ~ 3-9
Costa, Jm 5-9 unner, eorge - Negrete McLeod, Gloria 3-9
: Strickland, Tony 13-0 Pavley, Fran 3-9
Percta, Don 59 Wyland, Mark 130 &
Bowen, Debra 4-10 Zettel, Charlene 13-0 ﬁ?ey,grr]edst_ g-%g
Murray, Kevin 4-10 oe, Christine -
Sher aé/yron 4-10 La Suer, ‘]ay 12-0 Longville, John 3-10
T Leonard, Bill 12-0 Lowenthal, Alan 3-10
Alarcon, Richard 3-11 Leslie, Tim 12-0 Shelley, Kevin 3-10
ghesbr% Weh£ gﬂ Wyman, Phil 12-0 Steinberg, Darrell 3-10
ESCTR@, l\s/legrtha 311 Mountjoy, Dennis 11-0 Wesson, Herb 3-10
Alpert, Dede 011 Maddox, Ken 11-1 Washington, Carl 2-9
Vasconcellos, John 2-11 Calderon, Tom 7.6 Cedillo, Gil 2-10
Burton, John 2-12 Cohn, Rebecca -6 o 0
Figueroa, Liz 512 Florez, Dean 7-6 Storetz,M ' Virdinia 2.0
Karnette, Betty 512 Matthews, Barbara 7-6 rom-Martin, Virginia 510
K uehl éheila 515 Salinas, Simon 7-6 Wiggins, Patricia -1
Ortiz, Deborah 2-12 Liu, Carol 6-6 Aroner, Dion 1-10
Romero, Gloria 2-12 Papan, Louis 6-6 Migden, Carol 1-10
%‘r’lt;k{;‘;k Tom gg Simitian, Joe 6-6 Goldberg, Jackie 111
Vincent, Edward 2-12 Canciamilla, Joe 6-7
Soto, Nell 2-12 Cardenas, Tony 6-7
i i Correa, Lou 6-7
Speier, Jackie 111 Diaz, Manny 6-7
, ) Horton, Jerome 6-7
O’ Connell, Jack 1-13 Wright, Rod 6.7
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