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The Honorable <Insert Name>
U.S. House of Representatives
<Insert address>
Subject: Support for Full Funding of US Commercial Service in FY 2012 Budget

Dear Representative <Insert Name>:
I am writing to urge you to make export expansion a part of America’s economic recovery by supporting full funding in the FY 2012 Budget for the US Commercial Service (USCS), a small but very effective organization within the US Department of Commerce. <My Organization> has directly benefited from the USCS’s promotion of American manufacturing and service exports <expand on how your company or organization benefits from training or promotion by USCS>. In 2010, the USCS facilitated $34.8 billion in US exports and assisted over 18,000 clients.
Exporting is a vital component of the American Economy, with more than 70% of the world’s purchasing power outside the US. The USCS serves as a catalyst for American exports. Its national network of US Export Assistance Centers play a vital role in energizing the national economy through helping businesses expand into global markets. 
The Return on Investment for export promotion is significant: Every $1 spent results in $135 in US exports. With this kind of ROI, it makes sense to ensure that the USCS has the funding it needs to carry out its mission in support of small and medium-sized businesses.

Full funding of the USCS is important to rebuilding our economy. Exports have been the brightest spot in a difficult economic recovery. It is well documented that exporting means jobs for Americans: 
· Exports directly support nearly 10 million U.S. jobs, including more 700,000 jobs in California alone.

· California’s exports of all goods have posted 20 consecutive months of strong growth, with June 2011 exports totaling $13.3 billion, up 13 percent from 2010.

· The 2011 figures represent a new high for California's export trade, even exceeding the levels recorded at the height of the dot-com boom a decade ago, according to an independent analysis of trade data.
To continue the growth of American exports and further strengthen the economy of California and our nation, I request that you to support full funding in the FY 2012 budget for the important work the USCS does to actively bolster <my organization> and other American firms in exporting goods and services abroad.
Sincerely,
<Your Name, Your Company’s Name>
Board Member, Northern CA District Export Council
<Use your organization’s letterhead>









