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CalChamber Vote Record: Major Bills 2016

This report for the
second year of the
2015-2016 legisla-
tive session focuses
on California
legislators’ floor
votes on California
Chamber of Com-

g merce priority bills.

This is the 42nd vote record the Cal-
Chamber has compiled. The CalChamber
publishes this report in response to numer-
ous requests by member firms and local
chambers of commerce that would like a
gauge by which to measure the perfor-
mance of their legislators.

To help readers assess legislators’ vote
records, the charts group bills into seven
areas: education, environmental regulation,
health care costs, labor and employment,
legal reform and protection, water supply
and quality, and workers’ compensation.

Partial Picture

No vote record can tell the entire story
of a legislator’s attitude and actions on
issues of importance to business. To fully
evaluate your legislative representative,
consult the legislative journals and exam-
ine your legislator’s votes in committee
and on floor issues.

You can view these via links at www.
calchambervotes.com.

Many anti-business bills were rejected
by legislators in policy or fiscal commit-
tees, thus stopping proposals before they
reached the floor for a vote. The vote
record does not capture these votes.

Most bills in this report cover major
business issues that are of concern to both
small and large companies.

The CalChamber recognizes that
there are many bills supported or
opposed by business that are not
included in this vote record and analysis.

Factors Considered

The CalChamber considers the follow-
ing factors in selecting vote record bills:

* The bills and votes reflect legislators’
attitudes toward private enterprise, fiscal
responsibility and the business climate.

¢ Each bill was a CalChamber priority
in a particular field. Priority bills have
appeared in the “Status Report” sections
of Alert.

* The bills were voted upon by either
the full Senate or Assembly. This year,

the vote record covers 17 votes in the
Senate and 16 votes in the Assembly.

¢ Unless otherwise noted, final floor
votes are shown. Concurrence votes and
conference report votes are considered
final votes.

When ‘Not Voting’ Helps

Sometimes a legislator is unwilling to
vote against a colleague, but is willing to
support the CalChamber’s opposition to a
bill. In such cases, a legislator may
abstain from voting, which will hinder
passage of a bill, just as a “no” vote does.

To recognize that not voting can aid
the CalChamber’s opposition to a bill, the
vote record includes the number of times
legislators did not vote “aye” on a Cal-
Chamber-opposed bill in the total for the
column listing actions “in accord with”
the CalChamber’s position, if the legisla-
tor was not absent for the day.

Priority Bills

Education

* AB 2548 (Weber; D-San Diego)
Improved School Accountability. Will
help employers, parents, educators, law-
makers, and other stakeholders hold
schools accountable for student perfor-
mance and improvement, and ensure
students are being adequately prepared to
enter the workforce or college, by requir-
ing that the state’s new accountability
system tracks sufficient information to
allow for meaningful comparisons of
schools and districts. Passed Senate,
August 24, 39-0. Assembly concurred in
Senate amendments, August 30, 78-0.
Vetoed. CalChamber Supported.

* AB 2664 (Irwin; D-Thousand
Oaks) Increased Innovation and Entre-
preneurship. Provides resources for
California innovators, entrepreneurs,
startups, investors, and industry and
community partners, by providing the
University of California (UC) with funds
to expand its capacity and increase access
to its innovation and entrepreneurship
centers, which provide incubator space,
legal services, entrepreneur training and
more for researchers and other individu-
als looking to develop innovative solu-
tions. Passed Senate, August 18, 38-0.
Assembly concurred in Senate amend-
ments, August 24, 80-0. Signed—Chapter
862. CalChamber Supported/Job Creator.

* SB 959 (Lara; D-Bell Gardens)

Jeopardizes State Workforce Goals.
Unnecessarily restricts the University of
California’s (UC) ability to use its restricted
state funding in the most efficient manner
possible to continue expanding enrollment
without compromising on the quality of the
education it provides or substantially
increasing the state’s General Fund contri-
bution. Passed Assembly, August 18, 52-25.
Senate concurred in Assembly amend-
ments, August 30, 25-14. Vetoed. Cal-
Chamber Opposed.

Environmental Regulation

* AB 197 (E. Garcia; D-Coachella)
Expensive Regulatory Burdens.
Increases costs for businesses to comply
with climate change regulations by priori-
tizing command-and-control regulations
over a market-based mechanism while at
the same time ranking co-benefits ahead of
cost-effectiveness. Passed Senate, August
22, 23-13. Assembly concurred in Senate
amendments, August 24, 45-30. Signed—
Chapter 250. CalChamber Opposed.

* AB 1142 (Gray; D-Merced) Mod-
ernizes Operation of Surface Mines.
Strengthens the Surface Mining and
Reclamation Act to promote better com-
munication between government agencies
and operators, ensure that mines are
inspected by qualified professionals, and
clarify due dates for various compliance
requirements. Passed Senate, March 31,
35-0. Assembly concurred in Senate
amendments, April 14, 75-0. Signed—
Chapter 7. CalChamber Supported.

* SB 32 (Pavley; D-Agoura Hills)
Slows Economic Growth. Increases
costs for California businesses, makes
them less competitive and discourages
economic growth by adopting further
greenhouse gas emission reductions for
2030 without regard to the impact on
individuals, jobs and the economy. Passed
Assembly, August 23, 48-31. Senate
concurred in Assembly amendments,
August 24, 25-13. Signed—Chapter 249.
CalChamber Opposed/Job Killer.

* SB 1383 (Lara; D-Bell Gardens)
Increased Regulatory Burdens.
Increases regulatory burdens and costs
for businesses by requiring the California
Air Resources Board to adopt and imple-
ment a new program to reduce short-lived
climate pollutants. Passed Assembly,
August 31, 44-24. Senate concurred in
Assembly amendments, August 31,

See Next Page
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25-12. Signed—Chapter 395. CalCham-
ber Opposed.

Health Care Costs

* AB 1763 (Gipson; D-Carson)
Drives Up Health Insurance Premiums.
Increases health care costs by prohibiting
cost-sharing, co-payments or coinsurance
for non-preventative screening and treat-
ment for colorectal cancer. Passed Senate,
August 18, 24-12. Assembly concurred in
Senate amendments, August 23, 64-12.
Vetoed. CalChamber Opposed.

* AB 2004 (Bloom; D-Santa Monica)
Health Care Mandate. Drives up costs
by mandating health care issuers to cover
hearing aids for enrollees under 18 years
of age. Passed Assembly, June 2, 69-6.
Held in Senate Appropriations Suspense
File. CalChamber Opposed.

Labor and Employment

* AB 1066 (Gonzalez; D-San Diego)
Increased Costs on Agricultural
Employers. Drives up costs of commodi-
ties to consumers by incrementally
removing the existing overtime exemp-
tion allowed for agricultural employers.
Passed Senate, August 22, 21-14. Assem-
bly concurred in Senate amendments,
August 29, 44-32. Signed—Chapter 313.
CalChamber Opposed.

* SB 3 (Leno; D-San Francisco)
Automatic Minimum Wage Increase.
Unfairly imposes a potential 50% increase
in the minimum wage by 2022 (actually an
87% increase over an 8-year period when
combined with the last increase just imple-
mented in January 2016), and automati-
cally adjusts minimum wage beyond 2018
according to national inflation, with no
“offramps” to suspend the indexing if
employers are struggling with other eco-
nomic factors or costs. Passed Assembly,
March 31, 48-26. Senate concurred in
Assembly amendments, March 31, 26-12.
Signed—Chapter 4. CalChamber
Opposed/2015 Job Killer.

* SB 654 (Jackson; D-Santa Bar-
bara) Imposes New Maternity and
Paternity Leave Mandate. Unduly
burdens and increases costs of small
employers with as few as 20 employees
by requiring 6 weeks of protected
employee leave for child bonding and
exposes them to the threat of costly
litigation. Passed Assembly, August 30,
54-17. Senate concurred in Assembly

amendments, August 31, 24-12. Vetoed.
CalChamber Opposed/Job Killer.
Legal Reform and Protection

¢ AB 2667 (Thurmond; D-Rich-
mond) Consumer Arbitration Agree-
ment Discrimination. Unfairly discrimi-
nates against arbitration agreements and
therefore is likely preempted by the
Federal Arbitration Act, which will lead
to confusion and litigation, by prohibiting
arbitration of Unruh Civil Rights viola-
tions made as a condition of a consumer
contract for goods or services. Failed
passage in Assembly, May 31, 38-36.
CalChamber Opposed/Job Killer.

* AB 2748 (Gatto; D-Glendale)
Increases Environmental Litigation.
Eliminates incentives to settle lawsuits
and instead exposes businesses to mul-
tiple rounds of litigation at great expense
to the parties and the courts by creating
statutory prohibitions on “release”
clauses in settlements pertaining to “envi-
ronmental disasters.” Job killer tag
removed due to June 2, 2016 amend-
ments, but CalChamber remains opposed.
Passed Senate, August 23, 23-13. Assem-
bly concurred in Senate amendments,
August 30, 54-23. Vetoed. CalChamber
Opposed/Former Job Killer.

* SB 899 (Hueso; D-San Diego)
Increased Frivolous Litigation. Drives
up consumer costs and increases frivolous
litigation similar to the disability access
lawsuits in California, by prohibiting a
retailer or grocery store from discriminat-
ing against a person on the basis of
gender with the price of “substantially
similar” goods and subjecting them to a
minimum $4,000 of damages for each
violation. Passed Senate, May 26, 22-12.
Held in Assembly Judiciary Committee.
CalChamber Opposed/Job Killer.

Water Supply and Quality

* AB 1520 (M. Stone; D-Scotts
Valley) Disclosure. Removes protections
that safeguard production capacity and
other sensitive production data from
disclosure to competitors by requiring
commercial, industrial and institutional
water users to publicly disclose usage
supposedly to enforce compliance with
water conservation goals. Failed passage
in Senate, August 19, 15-20. CalChamber
Opposed.

* SB 1318 (Wolk; D-Davis) Erodes
Housing Affordability. Inappropriately

/Key to Using
This Section

Y means voted for bill.
N means voted against bill.
® means not voting “aye” on a
CalChamber-opposed bill.
NV means not voting
— means absent.

Boldface type indicates votes in
accord with CalChamber position.

Red column headings are
Job Killer bills.

Green column headings are
Job Creator bills.

The last three columns are a tabulation
of votes in accord with the CalCham-
ber position, not in accord with the
CalChamber and not voting or absent.

N j

leverages necessary affordable housing in
order to solve infrastructure issues with
the consequence that the housing won’t
be built by imposing requirements on
water or wastewater districts to serve
certain communities first. Passed Senate,
June 2, 23-13. Held in Assembly Local
Government Committee. CalChamber
Opposed/Job Killer.

Workers’ Compensation

* AB 1244 (Gray; D-Merced) Dis-
courages Workers’ Compensation
Fraud. Decreases medical provider fraud
in the workers’ compensation system by
barring physicians who have been con-
victed of fraud or abuse in the Medicare,
Medicaid or Medi-Cal programs from
treating injured workers. Passed Senate,
August 23, 39-0. Assembly concurred in
Senate amendments, August 30, 79-0.
Signed—Chapter 852. CalChamber
Supported.

* AB 1643 (Gonzalez; D-San Diego)
Increased Workers’ Compensation
Costs. Significantly expands scope of
workers’ compensation system and
increases costs by forcing employers to
provide disability benefits for nonindus-
trial injuries. Passed Assembly, June 1,
60-20. Passed Senate, August 22, 24-14.
Vetoed. CalChamber Opposed.
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Senator Sharon Runner (R) absent due to illness for votes on March 31, May 26, June 2. Deceased July 14, 2016.
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* Sworn into office on April 14, 2016.
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CalChamber Best Business Votes 2016

Legislators are listed in descending order according to how often they voted in accord with the California Chamber of Commerce
position (first number) versus how often their votes were not in accord with the CalChamber position (second number) in 2016. Total
votes may not match the vote record because the tally for not voting or absent is not included in this list. Votes when a legislator was
absent are not included in calculating percentages.

80% or more with CalChamber  60%-79% with CalChamber 40%-59% with CalChamber Less than 40% with CalChamber

Senate Assembly
Anderson, Joel (R) 17-0 Gaines, Beth (R) 16-0 Irwin, Jacqui (D) 6-9
Bates, Pat (R) 17-0 Kim, Young (R) 16-0
Fuller, Jean (R) 17-0 Mathis, Devon (R) 16-0 Cooley, Ken (D) 6-10
Huff, Bob (R) 17-0 Obernolte, Jay (R) 16-0 Eggman, Susan Talamantes (D) 6-10
Moorlach, John M.W. (R) 17-0 Patterson, Jim (R) 16-0
Nguyen, Janet (R) 17-0 Arambula, Joaquin (D) 5-10
Stone, Jeff (R) 17-0 Bigelow, Frank (R) 15-0 Levine, Marc (D) 5-10
Vidak, Andy (R) 17-0 Grove, Shannon (R) 15-0
Harper, Matthew (R) 15-0 Bloom, Richard (D) 5-11
Berryhill, Tom (R) 16-0 Dodd, Bill (D) 5-11
Gaines, Ted (R) 16-0 Allen, Travis (R) 15-1 Lépez, Patty (D) 5-11
Morrell, Mike (R) 16-0 Brough, William P. (R) 15-1 Ridley-Thomas, Sebastian (D) 5-11
Nielsen, Jim (R) 16-0 Jones, Brian (R) 15-1 Wood, Jim (D) 5-11
Mayes, Chad (R) 15-1
Cannella, Anthony (R) 16-1 Wagner, Donald (R) 15-1 Hernéndez, Roger (D) 4-11
Medina, Jose (D) 4-11
Galgiani, Cathleen (D) 11-6 Chang, Ling Ling (R) 14-2 Nazarian, Adrin (D) 4-11
Glazer, Steve (D) 11-6 Chavez, Rocky (R) 14-2
Gallagher, James (R) 14-2 Alejo, Luis (D) 4-12
Roth, Richard (D) 9-8 Atkins, Toni (D) 4-12
Melendez, Melissa (R) 13-2 Bonilla, Susan (D) 4-12
Pan, Richard (D) 8-9 Bonta, Rob (D) 4-12
Dahle, Brian (R) 13-3 Burke, Autumn (D) 4-12
McGuire, Mike (D) 6-11 Lackey, Tom (R) 13-3 Calderon, Ian (D) 4-12
Wieckowski, Bob (D) 6-11 Olsen, Kristin (R) 13-3 Chau, Ed (D) 4-12
Steinorth, Marc (R) 13-3 Chiu, David (D) 4-12
Hueso, Ben (D) 5-10 Wilk, Scott (R) 13-3 Chu, Kansen (D) 4-12
Dababneh, Matt (D) 4-12
Liu, Carol (D) 5-11 Achadjian, Katcho (R) 12-4 Garcia, Cristina (D) 4-12
Maienschein, Brian (R) 12-4 Garcia, Eduardo (D) 4-12
Allen, Ben (D) 5-12 ‘Waldron, Marie (R) 12-4 Gatto, Mike (D) 4-12
Hernandez, Ed (D) 5-12 Gomez, Jimmy (D) 4-12
Lara, Ricardo (D) 5-12 Daly, Tom (D) 11-5 Gonzalez, Lorena (D) 4-12
Leyva, Connie (D) 5-12 Gordon, Rich (D) 4-12
Mendoza, Tony (D) 5-12 Gray, Adam (D) 10-5 Holden, Chris (D) 4-12
Wolk, Lois (D) 5-12 Jones-Sawyer, Reggie (D) 4-12
Baker, Catharine (R) 10-6 Low, Evan (D) 4-12
Hancock, Loni (D) 4-12 Frazier, Jim (D) 10-6 Mullin, Kevin (D) 4-12
Hadley, David (R) 10-6 Quirk, Bill (D) 4-12
Beall, Jim (D) 4-13 Rendon, Anthony (D) 4-12
Block, Marty (D) 4-13 Cooper, Jim (D) 9-7 Rodriguez, Freddie (D) 4-12
de Ledn, Kevin (D) 4-13 Linder, Eric (R) 9-7 Santiago, Miguel (D) 4-12
Hall, Isadore (D) 4-13 Salas, Rudy (D) 9-7 Stone, Mark (D) 4-12
Hertzberg, Bob (D) 4-13 Ting, Phil (D) 4-12
Hill, Jerry (D) 4-13 Gipson, Mike (D) 8-8 Weber, Shirley (D) 4-12
Jackson, Hannah-Beth (D) 4-13 O’Donnell, Patrick (D) 8-8 Williams, Das (D) 4-12
Leno, Mark (D) 4-13
Mitchell, Holly J. (D) 4-13 Brown, Cheryl (D) 7-9 Thurmond, Tony (D) 3-12
Monning, Bill (D) 4-13 Campos, Nora (D) 7-9
Pavley, Fran (D) 4-13 McCarty, Kevin (D) 2-12

Senator Sharon Runner (R) absent due
to illness for votes on March 31, May 26,
June 2. Deceased July 14, 2016.
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