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CalChamber Representatives Meet with Delegation from Argentina

California Chamber of Commerce repre-
sentatives and members of the California 
Legislature met last week with a delega-
tion from Santa Fe province in Argentina.
	 Santa Fe Lieutenant Governor Jorge 
Henn led the delegation, which included 
top-level government officials and major 
business and trade representatives.
	 California and Santa Fe (located inland, 
northeast of Buenos Aires) have an ongoing 
exchange program, which began in 2004 
between the California Senate International 
Relations Foundation and Argentina New 
Generation Foundation (FNGA).
	 The goal is to increase political 
and economic ties, as well as discuss 
specific public policy issues, including 
sustainable energy, port security and 
goods movement, and public safety.
	 Of the 23 provinces in Argentina, 
Santa Fe province has one of the most 
important economies, accounting for 
nearly 10% of output. More than 20% 
of Argentina’s cultivated lands are in 
Santa Fe, whose main crops include 
soybeans, sunflowers, maize, wheat and 

From left are: Roberto Miguel Lifschitz, senator from Santa Fe province; Diego Sueiras, president, 
Argentina New Generation Foundation (FNGA); Susanne T. Stirling, CalChamber vice president, 
international affairs; Juan Pablo Galleano, secretary of the stock market, City of Rosario; Santa Fe 
Lieutenant Governor Jorge Antonio Henn, delegation leader.

rice. Strawberries, honey and cotton also 
are produced. In addition, 20% of the 
nation’s livestock in meat and dairy are in 
the province.

	 More information is available at the 
newly created trading partner portal, 
www.calchamber.com/argentina.

A California 
Chamber of 
Commerce-
supported 
job creator 
bill that reaf-
firms and 

clarifies California’s existing policy of 
regulating Internet-enabled communica-
tions services to conform to federal law is 
headed to the Governor’s desk.
	 SB 1161 (Padilla; D-Pacoima) 
provides certainty and creates a level 
playing field for California business 
by assuring that Voice over Internet 
Protocol- and Internet Protocol-enabled 
services will not be regulated at the state 
level but rather at the federal level. 
	 SB 1161 passed the Assembly on 
August 20 on a vote of 63-12. The Senate 
concurred in Assembly amendments, 
28-7, on August 22, sending the bill on 
for consideration by the Governor.
	 The new global Internet economy—
with California as its epicenter—has 
fostered economic growth, stimulated 

investment, and resulted in technological 
innovation and advancement.
	 Attempts to regulate this technology 
outside the Legislature by the California 
Public Utilities Commission or any other 
department, agency or commission could 
hinder the progress and innovation that 
has stimulated substantial economic 
growth in the state.

Advancing Technology
	 SB 1161 will ensure that California 
maintains its competitive edge and 
continues to provide a regulatory 
environment that promotes advancements 
in Internet technology.

	 Such continued advancements 
would result in widespread access to 
communication technologies and would 
allow for solutions to challenges in health 
care, energy, education, public safety, and 
economic development.
	 This legislation is consistent with the 
goals of the CalChamber 2012 Renew 
Agenda and will help position California 
for economic recovery.

Action Needed
	 The CalChamber is calling on all 
employers to write Governor Edmund G. 
Brown Jr. and urge him to sign SB 1161.
Staff Contact: Marc Burgat
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They won’t know unless you tell them. Write your legislator.  


